
www.suburbanfutures.com.au 
hello@suburbanfutures.com.au

ANNUAL REPORT 
& MEMBERSHIP PROSPECTUS

The world is changing and the pace of change 
is accelerating. Even things once thought 
immovable fixtures on the urban policy landscape 
are shifting. Globally, the talk around cities has 
moved into a deeper appreciation of the role of 
suburbs and regions as places where people want 
to both live and work.

Traditional notions of CBDs are being challenged 
by work from home and ‘work from anywhere’ 
- enabled by exponential improvements in 
technology. At the same time, there is a growing 
awareness that suburbs are in urgent need of 
retrofitting to enable community and economic 
needs to be met.

This is where Suburban Futures comes in.

2024 
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Suburban Futures remains the only policy and advocacy group focused on the renewal 
and economic development of our suburbs and regions.

Our focus on evidence-based platforms and recommendations hasn’t faltered and this is being 
rewarded by a growing membership, wider industry participation and higher levels of public policy 
engagement with government.

This short report provides a summary of our activities in the 2023/2024 year, and a glimpse of what is 
ahead.
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Key Metrics

Corporate Members
Corporate Members provide Suburban Futures 
with the resources to support our advocacy, 
research and engagement efforts. They receive 
exclusive invitations to join our Directors in a 
series of boardroom lunch discussions with 
policy leaders from local and state government, 
along with complimentary tickets to all Suburban 
Futures events through the year.

The organisations who have chosen to support 
our work range from local governments to GOCs, 
architects, engineers, planners, developers, 
lawyers and infrastructure organisations - all 
with an interest in seeing suburban and regional 
economies move forward.

For more information on becoming a Corporate 
Member, visit www.suburbanfutures.com.au

Subscribers
Subscription via www.suburbanfutures.com.au is 
free! 

Subscribers receive a monthly curated digest of 
global news and research pieces and occasional 
event notices. 

We do not spam you. 

The global summary of news and research is one 
of the most popular parts of our website offering 
enjoyed by our subscribers.
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Our Corporate Members 2023-2024



Events & Networking

During the year we hold a number of events to support engagement with suburban renewal project 
leaders and also leaders of public policy. These include workshops, site visits and – exclusivley for 
Corporate Members – boardroom lunch meetings with senior elected and executive members of local 
and state governments. These are some of them.

University of Sunshine 
Coast Site Tour
In July 2023, we were kindly 
hosted by Karen Becker and 
the team at the Moreton Bay 
Campus of the University of 
the Sunshine Coast for a site 
tour of their three new campus 
buildings. 

The rapid growth of this campus 
(which only opened in 2020) 
is a credit to all involved, 
and it demonstrates the 
transformative role of social 
infrastructure in supporting the 
renewal of suburban precincts, 
like The Mill at Petrie.  

Corporate Members Board Lunch with Queensland State Planner, Tess Pickering

Corporate Members joined Suburban Futures Directors for a 
very engaging, candid and constructive board lunch discussion 
with State Planner Tess Pickering in late June. 

This was prior to the release of the draft  revision to the SEQ 
Regional Plan and provided a very useful opportunity to 
exchange candid views and also to extend networks. 

Tess’ willingness to listen to various points of view, and her 
clear grasp of a very complex brief, were appreciated by 
everyone who attended.
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Events & Networking

Board lunch with David Janetzki, Shadow Treasurer, Shadow Minister for Home 
Ownership and Shadow Minister for Investment and Trade

Directors and Corporate Members of Suburban 
Futures joined Sunshine Coast Mayor Mark 
Jamieson for a boardroom lunch briefing 
on all things growth, planning and regional 
development on the Sunshine Coast. 

The Sunshine Coast Mayor has been a strong 
advocate for growth but is sadly not running 
again. 

Sincere thanks to Tonkin Engineers for 
sponsoring this event. 

Pictured below right: Lisa Nixon (BBS 
Communications Group and Suburban Futures 
Director), Mayor Mark Jamieson, Patrice Sherrie 
(Tonkin) and Mal McCann (Tonkin). 

Directors and Corporate Members of Suburban Futures enjoyed 
a lively and candid board lunch discussion with the energetic 
Shadow Treasurer David Janetzki late in 2023. 

David had recently been made Shadow Minister for Home 
Ownership and Shadow Minister for Investment and Trade – so 
there were no discussion topics untouched. Prior to entering 
Parliament, David worked at Brisbane law firm ClarkeKann, Corrs 
Chambers Westgarth and also in London with the Manpower 
Group. 

Upon returning home to Toowoomba in 2007, he served as 
Heritage Bank’s General Counsel and Company Secretary.

Lunch with Sunshine Coast Mayor Mark Jamieson

Events & Networking
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Events & Networking

Our annual headline event - The Future of 
Suburbia IV - focussed on a range of suburban 
renewal case studies to highlight the unique 
challenges in this space. 

We heard from Brisbane Lord Mayor Adrian 
Schrinner, State Planner Tess Pickering, BCC Chair 
of City Planning & Suburban Renewal Cr Adam 
Allan, General Manager of EDQ Debbie McNamara, 
and a host of designers, developers, planners 
and businesses actively involved in suburban 
enterprises and projects. 

The feedback was once again wonderfully 
positive and we thank all the 120 delegates 
who gave up a work day to attend, along with 
sponsors the Department of State Development, 
Infrastructure, Local Government and 
Planning and Brisbane City Council, along with 
Archipelago, Alceon and the City of Logan. 

The Future of Suburbia IV: Case Studies in Suburban Renewal

INDUSTRY SUPPORTERS:LEADING PARTNERS: SUPPORTING PARTNERS:

Conference attendees came from a wide range of organisations Welcome Address from Cr Adam Allan

Stones Corner Case Study Panel with Peter Edwards, Stephen 
Mason and Mark Stockwell, Greg Chemello moderating

Panel discussion with Peter Nelson, Tess Pickering and Debbie 
McNamara
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Events & Networking
The Future of Suburbia IV: Case Studies in Suburban Renewal Cont.
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Networking section of the conference

Networking section of the conference

Case Study Panel with Jessica Christiansen-Franks and Brooke 
Williams.

Logan Case Study with David Radich, Simon Horne, Stuart Clough 
and Graham Ross

Brisbane’s Suburban Future Keynote Address with Lord Mayor Adrian Schrinner



Policy, Research & Submissions

Good public policy should rely on demonstratable and impartial evidence, and this continues to be the 
focus of Suburban Futures’ efforts. 

A Better Chermside = A Better Brisbane

Our detailed submission for Chermside as a future 
major employment centre with possibly 50,000 jobs 
(compared with 15,000 at present) – including a 
proposed traffic tunnel – was very well received and led 
to a number of briefings with policy leaders and local 
MPs, including the QIC project team tasked with the 
business case for a Chermside tunnel. 

The tunnel was first raised by Suburban Futures in 
our 2019 report as a means of triggering a large-scale 
renewal of the Chermside precinct. Our 2023 report 
took that proposal further, and our sincere thanks go to 
Rhonan O’Brien and the team at MODE Design, to David 
Hayward at Stantec and Matthew Gross of National 
Property Research for their excellent contributions.

The report also generated multiple media interviews 
including by Natalie Barr and Matt Shirvington on 
Channel 7’s top rating Sunrise national breakfast TV 
program, radio interviews on ABC radio, press coverage 
through Brisbane Times, and a podcast by Mel Pikos as 
part of his Talking Tactics series. 
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Policy, Research & Submissions

Shaping SEQ

To cap it all off, we held a “town hall” style event 
at the Kedron Wavell RSL for the Chermside 
community to have their say on our ideas. We 
didn’t expect a huge crowd but we didn’t expect 
a sellout of 150 people either. Their feedback was 
overwhelmingly in favour of renewing Chermside, 
and those attending had some really useful and 
positive insights that only locals can provide.

Suburban Futures got in early with a submission 
on the SEQ plan revision even before submissions 
had been called. It identified key issues around 
matching growth areas with infrastructure and in 
particular the growing mismatch between where 
population growth is directed and where jobs 
are located. We followed this up with a formal 
submission highlighting the data of the draft plan, 
which reinforced our view that population growth 
and jobs growth needed better alignment. 

In addition to this, we issued a chart pack which 
summarised latest population projections from 
the Queensland Government Statistician’s Office 
(QGSO) along with regional breakdowns of 
Queensland State budget capital spending. The 
short summary charts provide a handy reference 
for where growth is predicted to go and where 
budgets are being spent. 

All these resources are available for free from our 
website. 

A Better Chermside = A Better Brisbane 
Cont.
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Policy, Research & Submissions

The Next Australian City

The aim of the report is to “myth 
bust” the notion that traffic is 
mainly commuters, and mainly 
bound for the inner city. As the 
report shows, only 25% of vehicles 
are commuting to work, and only 
a small proportion of these are 
destined for the inner city. More 
investment in suburban centres 
as places of work to shorten trip 
lengths and to create more jobs 
closer to home is one of several 
recommendations. 

Our epic endeavour is the book The Next 
Australian City. It’s with the publishers and will be 
available for purchase soon. A series of renowned 
global and local experts in demography, 
urban planning, economics and property have 
contributed to this landmark public policy book 
edited by our own Suburban Futures Director Guy 
Gibson.  

The Next Australian City explores what the 
next Australian city will be like, and why.  This 
pioneering work will highlight the evolution 
of Australian suburbs, their role in the broader 
urban context, the form of contemporary 
Australian suburbs in each Australian State and 
Territory, and how they might evolve over the 
next twenty years in response to economic, 
cultural and technological drivers. 

Driving us crazy!
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In March we released a major study which provides a compilation of a variety of traffic and congestion 
data sources, to create a meaningful and accurate picture of what is driving congestion and the reality 
of travel patterns, road use, and commuting across South East Queensland. 
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Suburban Futures was delighted to announce 
in late 2023 the addition of new directors to our 
governing board. They are (left to right) Riye 
Arai-Coupe, Managing Director of Bluebird,  Todd 
Pepper, Executive Director and Founder of Alceon, 

and Bruce Harper, Executive General Manager 
of AVID Property Group. We very much look 
forward to their contributions and the strength 
they will add to the leadership of our growing 
organisation. 

Riye Arai-Coupe
Managing Director
Bluebird Property

Todd Pepper
Executive Director and Founder
Alceon

Bruce Harper
Executive General Manager
AVID Property Group

New Directors
Welcome Riye, Todd and Bruce
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Policy, Research & Submissions

Sponsoring Urban Land Institute Australia’s “Global 
Futures” event in Sydney

Suburban Futures this year sponsored the ULI Australia Conference 
in Sydney on March 13 and was instrumental in bringing the highly 
regarded Professor June Williamson (co author of Retrofitting 
Suburbia among other titles) back to Australia as the ULI 
international keynote. 

June spoke at our Future of Suburbia III event in 2022, so it’s great 
to see her exposed to new audiences via the ULI. As part of our deal 
we were also able to offer a special discount of 15% for Suburban 
Futures members’ and subscribers.  
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Testimony
Bruce Harper
Executive General Manager

AVID Property Group

“Suburban Futures remains the key advocate 
and body recognising the dominant role that the 
suburbs continue to play in the everyday life of 
most Australians. For those working in this space 
it provides a valuable forum to learn, meet and 
debate the future of our industry.”

“Suburban Futures continue to add a lot of value 
for Logan City through their research, advocacy 
and events. For a city like Logan where a huge 
amount of our effort goes into reinvigorating our 
suburban centres, we really value their support.”

“For MODE, we like that Suburban Futures are 
actively exploring new frontiers in suburban 
development - their advocacy, research and high 
level engagement opportunities are excellent.”

“In our line of work there are an abundance 
of champions for an abundance of things, but 
(Suburban Future’s) Ross Elliott has too often been 
the lonely champion of our suburbs. And that’s a 
shame, because the suburbs need more voices - 
it’s where most of us live! So thank you (Suburban 
Futures/Ross) for your advocacy and always being 
a strong voice in the room.”

“Suburban Futures is a go-to source for up-to-date 
news and information about global suburban 
trends, and one of the few unbiased resources for 
learning about the suburban market and suburban 
land use trends in general. Urban planning and 
transportation policy makers should take note and 
radically rethink outdated models that are failing 
for their citizens.”

“While nearly all metropolitan Australians live in 
the suburbs and 85% of all jobs are in the suburbs 
these areas are poorly served by transport and 
other infrastructure. The role of Suburban Futures 
in forcing a more accurate and fairer perspective 
on the ways that our citizens should grow is 
increasingly important to all Australians.”

David Hansen
Director of Strategy & 
Sustainability

Logan City Council

Rhonan O’Brien
Managing Director

MODE Design

Tess Pickering
Deputy Director-General, 
Planning

Department of State 
Development, Infrastructure, 
Local Government and Planning

Prof Alan Berger
Professor of Landscape Architecture and 
Urban Design at Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology. Founding Director of MIT’s P-REX 
lab, a research lab focused on environmental 
problems caused by urbanization, including 
the design, remediation, and reuse of waste 
landscapes worldwide. Coeditor of Infinite 
Suburbia (2017).

Peter Seamer AM
Former CEO of Victorian Planning Authority. 
Former CEO Federation Square. Honorary 
Senior Industry Fellow in the School of 
Global, Urban and Social Studies within the 
College of Design and Social Context at the 
RMIT. Chair of the Advisory Board for the 
NHMRC CRE in Healthy, Livable Communities. 
Former CEO of the Cities of Essendon, 
Greater Bendigo, Whitehorse and Sydney.

Suburban Futures 2024 Annual Report   |   12



CORPORATE MEMBERSHIPS $4,500 PER ANNUM + GST

Join & Support Us

Who can join?
Corporate members are any organisations with an 
interest in the forward progress of suburban and 
regional centres. They can be local governments, 
government bodies, companies, universities, or 
private businesses.

Why your organisation should join
Suburban Futures is the only professional research 
and advocacy group devoted to advancing the 
interests of suburban and regional centres, and 
the businesses and opportunities within them. 
Our evidence-based approach has been praised 
by leading urbanists and organisations both here 
in Australia and in the USA and Canada. If your 
interests align with more support for enhanced 
opportunities for jobs and infrastructure and 
amenity in suburban and regional areas, then we 
are for you.

Shape and influence  
policies

Attend high-level  
boardroom lunches

Attend workshops  
throughout the year

Prominent display  
of your logo

Large number of  
opt in members

Flexible  
membership

Access to research, advocacy 
and education program 

All board lunches, conferences and events included. One fee. No more to pay.
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Our Corporate Members 2023-2024



Become a Corporate Member

Join other local governments, government bodies, companies, universities, and 
professional firms in the only professional research and advocacy group devoted to 
advancing the interests of suburban and regional centres.

The benefits of belonging
	▶ One all-inclusive fee. No more to pay.

	▶ Corporate members have the opportunity to 
shape and influence the direction of policies 
that affect suburban and regional centres.

	▶ One corporate member respresentative will 
recieve complimentary registration to a series 
of high-level boardroom lunch meetings 
with leaders of government and industry 
throughout the year.

	▶ One corporate member representative will 
recieve complimentary registration to any of 
the workshops hosted by Suburban Futures 
during the year.

	▶ One corporate member representative will 
recieve complimentary registration to The 
Future of Suburbia conference hosted by 
Suburban Futures.

	▶ Your corporate member representative can 
change depending on availability, so your 
organisation can maximise opportunities to 
share its views and to gain exclusive insights 
at our events.

	▶ Your organisation’s logo is prominently 
displayed on our website and in monthly 
EDMs (to approx. 1,650 recipients plus an 
extensive LinkedIn audience).

Proven performance and expertise
	▶ 33 Corporate Members in 2023-2024 support 

our value proposition.

	▶ More than 1,650 opt in subscriber members 
follow our activities.

	▶ Very high-level policy engagement with 
leaders of local and state government, and 
industry.

	▶ Prominent industry and government 
networking.

	▶ Policy influence which has led to measurable 
policy change and direction.

	▶ Ongoing research, advocacy and education 
program.

How to join
There are no forms to fill in. Just send an email 
to hello@suburbanfutures.com.au with details 
of the billing entity and the primary organisation 
contact. We will invoice you and once paid, you 
have joined. 

Send us your preferred logo also so we can 
update our digital collateral. You’ll begin receiving 
invitations to events very soon after.

Corporate membership is based on a financial 
year – July 1 to June 30.

www.suburbanfutures.com.au 
hello@suburbanfutures.com.au


