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ABOUT US

Community, industry and government interest in how we plan, manage and redevelop our
suburbs is gaining momentum. Across the western world, more businesses and more people
are spending more time and more money in the suburban environments of our cities. 

Suburban Futures continues to be the only industry and public policy group devoted to an
evidence based advocacy platform focussed on our suburbs and regions. 

We explore not just what is possible, but how to go
about it. 
This brief summary provides some insights into our activity for the 2021-2022 year, and our
plans going forward. We encourage you to support a better suburban future, either through a
free subscription or a Corporate Membership. To those who are already on this journey with
us, thank you. 

We hope this report shows your support has been worth it. 
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KEY METRICS

We began the year with 1,100 subscribers.

Subscription via our website is free. Numbers have grown
by nearly 50% in one year to number 1,485. 

Subscribers receive a monthly curated digest of global
news and research pieces and occasional event notices
only. We will not spam you.

We began the year with 16 Corporate Members.

Corporate Members have grown, with 27 leading
organisations from government to industry now on
board.

Corporate Members receive a range of special invitations
to private boardroom functions and other events, along
with a range of discounts and benefits. Most importantly,
their financial support underwrites the ongoing advocacy,
research and policy work of Suburban Futures. 

For information on Corporate Membership, visit our
website. 

2021 2022
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Suburban Futures in the past year have continued to
build on a body of policy and research work that
represents the interests of better suburbs. 

These have ranged from specific submissions on policy
issues, to hosting webinars in association with growth
areas to engaging globally in keynote presentations on
suburban issues in Australia. Some of these are
illustrated to the right. 
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POLICY & RESEARCH

APRIL 2022 | VIRTUAL SUBURBAN RENEWAL CASE STUDY

An important project last year was our visual
interpretation of what suburban renewal could look like.
Suburban Futures invested in a realistic but virtual
recreation of what a suburban centre in need of renewal
typically looks like, and built upon that a full
redevelopment that introduced new users, wider
community support, along with the infrastructure and
policy enhancements to make this possible. 

The “before” and “after” visualisations were accompanied
by a web based visualisation that allows users to access
this 3D world via QR codes. This project was launched in
April 2022 and will be used by Suburban Futures for

 ongoing engagement with policy makers and the wider
community to ignite imaginations about the possibilities
of suburban renewal and better suburbs generally. 

BEFOREAFTER

July 2021 - State Capital Expenditure National
Comparisons
August 2021 - BCC Industrial Strategy Submission
October 2021 - Draft Queensland State Infrastructure
Strategy
February 2022 - Moreton Bay Growth Leader webinar
March 2022 - Presentation to The Institute for New
Suburbanism (Toronto, Canada)



EVENTS

In the last year, Suburban Futures ran a very successful
series of events focussed on the rewrite of the SEQ
Regional Plan. We hosted the Mayors of Ipswich, Redland
Bay, Moreton Bay, Logan City, and the Lord Mayor of
Brisbane along with the Chair of City Planning &
Suburban Renewal, Cr Adam Allan. 
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Ipswich Mayor Teresa Harding (right), Laurel Johnson (middle) and Sam
Pourmoradian (left) (May 2021) 

Moreton Bay Mayor Peter Flannery & CEO Greg
Chemello (June 2021)

Redlands Mayor Karen Williams and RCC Group
Manager, City Planning and Assessment, David
Jeanes (July 2021)

Logan City Council Mayor Darren Power and Deputy
Mayor Jon Raven (August 2021) 

L-R Council Chair of Planning & Suburban Renewal, Adam Allan, Rhonan O’Brien
(MODE) and Lord Mayor Adrian Schrinner.  (September 2021)

RE-SHAPING SEQ

The events opened up fresh dialogue on the priorities of
local governments in terms of the rewrite of the SEQ
Regional Plan, and provided ample opportunity for
members and industry to engage directly with these
community leaders. 
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In May 2022, Suburban Futures launched a new event
series in association with the Australian Institute of
Architects, to explore design issues around suburban
renewal. 

DESIGN & DEVELOPMENT EVENT SERIES

BOARDROOM LUNCHES

Suburban Futures hosts a number of boardroom lunch
events for Corporate Members during the year, in which
key policy leaders are invited to engage in an intimate
environment on issues of interest around suburban
renewal. 

This time last year we organised events with Moreton Bay
Council, Millovate and the University of Sunshine Coast 

EVENTS

Our first event drew a strong response with over 90
registered. Future events will explore specific design and
development challenges for infill and missing middle
housing, along with repurposing of industrial property
sites and structures. 

(August 2021),the Lord Mayor of Brisbane (February
2022) and the BCC Chair of City Planning & Suburban
Renewal, Cr Adam Allan (Nov 2021). 

Further events with State and Local Government leaders
are planned for the year ahead. 
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MOU WITH NATIONAL GROWTH AREAS ALLIANCE

In March 2022, Suburban Futures entered into an important
Memorandum of Understanding with the National Growth
Areas Alliance. 

The NGAA represents growth area local governments in
NSW, Victoria, South Australia and WA. Our MOU provides
for a means of cooperation in research, advocacy, events
and membership. 

NEW VICTORIAN DIVISION

This year Suburban Futures welcomed Simon D’Arcy as
our new President for Victoria. Simon has an impeccable
industry background in roles with Mirvac, Knight Frank,
Salta Properties and Newmark Capital. 

His latest and most passionate venture is Cucumber
Offices which create flexible small office formats for
professional firms, many in suburban high streets.
Simon’s passion for opportunities in suburbia will prove a
perfect fit as we grow in Victoria. If you’d like to get in
touch with Simon to explore supporting Suburban
Futures in Victoria, you can find contact him here:
simon@cucumber.work

OTHER INITIATIVES
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LOOKING AHEAD

Suburban Futures have a number of ongoing projects which we expect to
launch later in 2022 and 2023. Among these are:

The next Australian city
 

Suburban Futures director Guy Gibson is coordinating a
landmark collaboration of global and national experts in
urban planning, urban economics, demography and
industry policy. 

He has secured some exceptionally qualified and highly
regarded authors who will each contribute to a
compendium that explores what the next Australian city
might look like, with a particular focus on suburban
frontiers and global forces. Late 2022 or early 2023. 

Income disparity and the new geography of cities

Suburban Futures director Kerrianne Meulman is
researching long term changes in personal and
household incomes in Australia’s major cities, to
understand how income disparity between inner city and
suburban residents is widening, and how this may be
affecting the geography of our urban environments. Mid
to late 2022. 

Future of Suburbia III
 

Following our highly successful conferences (Future of
Suburbia I & II) we are planning a third event for later in
2022. We are currently in discussion with a leading global
author and expert in suburban renewal, along with a
range of national experts in development, investment,
planning and design. 

Previous keynotes have included Jed Kolko (then head of
economics for Indeed.com – world’s largest website, and
now US President Jo Biden’s Under Secretary for
Commerce & Economic Affairs) and Prof Alan Berger (MIT
Center for Advanced Urbanism and Professor of
Landscape Architecture and Urban Design at
Massachusetts Institute of Technology). Having set a very
high bar in speaker quality, we aim for the same in 2022. 

New South Wales division

Coming in 2022, Suburban Futures will launch a division
in NSW. Watch this space!



Join and show your
support for better
suburbs.
If you are interested in supporting the work of Suburban Futures, please
subscribe via our website for ongoing updates, or consider taking out a
Corporate Membership. 

Find out more about what’s involved via www.suburbanfutures.com.au 

https://www.linkedin.com/company/suburban-futures/
https://suburbanfutures.com.au/contact-us/
https://www.facebook.com/suburbanfutures
https://suburbanfutures.com.au/
http://www.suburbanfutures.com.au/

